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The Canal Walk

· Take the lane opposite the entrance to Ed Weetman haulage business at Pasturefields on the A51 and walk over the canal bridge.

· Pause on the brow to look at the scene. This was the route that estate workers took to lngestre estate from the cottages you can see along the main road. It is not possible to walk this way now because access to Pasturefields Salt Marsh is not allowed without a guide and the bridge across the Trent was swept away many years ago.

· Take the steps or pathway to the towing path. An interpretation panel gives you details of the project carried out in this area by Salute. You are now in the Trent and Mersey Canal conservation area so please do not drop litter or spoil its charm. Some residential boats are permanently moored in this area so respect their privacy.

· Work started on this canal in 1766 and it cost £300,000 to build. Walk under the bridge and notice how the timber post has been cut by the towing ropes used when horses were used to pull the narrowboats along.

Walk along the towing path past the moorings. Look across to the field opposite for some unusual animals kept there by Mumbles Farm. The wooden platforms can be used for fishing or as dipping platforms to investigate the waterlife in the canal.
	Pasturefields Bridge
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Demoiselle fly


Pasturefields Bridge












	
	
	










· At the first seat there is a gap in the hedge and an interpretation panel that explains the importance of Pasturefields Salt Marsh, a Special Area of Conservation. The marsh is valued for its plant life but it is also rich in bird life. Look out for buzzards, lapwings, skylarks, herons, swans and teal. Further on the River Trent comes close to the canal and can be glimpsed through the trees. This area is known as the ‘swans neck’ and is a popular area for the metallic blue demoiselle flies. At the visitor mooring there is another interpretation panel giving information about the Trent and Mersey Canal. North of the mooring is a section where BTCV volunteers have laid bundles of willow to provide soft bank protection. In the early summer this has an abundance of yellow flags. More fishing/dipping platforms appear as you approach Ingestre Bridge.

· Walk on through Ingestre Bridge.
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 Ingestre Bridge
· An interpretation panel tells you about the salt industry that was carried on in this area.

· Cross Amerton Brook. The bay cut in the opposite bank is the remnant of the old canal arm to the salt works and is now used as a ‘winding hole’ to allow boats to turn. Read the message under the metal mile marker and then turn for home
[image: image4.jpg]



The sixth in a series of walk leaflets produced by Hixon Parish Council for walks in Hixon parish.


Distance: 3/4 miles


Time: 1/2 hours.


Start: Pasturefields Bridge.


Terrain: This walk is partly on hard surfaces.


Ramps are provided at both Pasturefields and Ingestre bridges to allow disabled access to the canal towpath. There is a car park (for disabled use only) and picnic tables at Pasturefields Bridge.
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