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The Swansmoor Walk

· Walk along High Street past the front of the village hall. Take care as you leave the pavement on the brow of the hill. Turn left into Egg Lane. Follow this ancient wagon route as it turns into open country.

· A number of old, reputedly haunted, RAF buildings come into view. These housed the airfield hospital facility during the Second World War - a sombre reminder of the past history of Hixon and its surrounding areas. 

· As you leave the farm and wartime buildings behind the scenery changes to a typical English country lane, lined with hawthorn hedges and interspersed with mature ash and oak trees.

· About 20m after the cattle grid in the valley bottom there is a stile on the right. Walkers can either cross this stile or continue up the farm drive. If you use the farm drive turn right just before the farm buildings and continue to the first of three cattle grids. Walkers taking the field route should proceed diagonally to the left, across the grass field, and join the farm track.

· Don’t miss the extensive views of the surrounding countryside from here. On a clear day views across the four parishes of Hixon, Ingestre, Colwich and Weston can be enjoyed.
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	Looking back from Swansmoor Farm across Hixon parish.
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	The tree tunnel.
	



· Depending on the time of year, walkers may be accompanied by a herd of inquisitive pedigree Friesians so please ensure that you close all gates and follow the country code.

· When you reach the cattle grid at the end of the farm drive you have two options. The first option is to continue down Tolldish Lane to the A51 and turn right to Farley Corner. Alternatively you can turn right into the hedge and tree ‘tunnel and continue across the fields. (Follow the hedge line until emerging at Farley Villa on to the A51). This path can be very muddy. 

· Turn right into Church Lane and head back into the village, passing the Bristor factory on the left. Sandwiched between Bristor and the Industrial Estate are the last remains of the RAF officers quarters.

· Walk on past the new and the old St. Peter’s school and St. Peter’s church. The church was built in 1848. The school moved from the vicarage hayloft to the ‘new’ buildings in 1856. Continue along Church Lane to the mini-island.

· On your left is Bath Lane which once led to the brine baths. Ahead, on the other side of Smithy Lane, stands Laundry Cottage where the laundry was done for the Ingestre Estate.
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	Laundry Cottage.


· Turn up Smithy Lane. Take care crossing the entrance to Egg Lane. 

· Return to the Millennium Green and car park.

The first in a series of walk leaflets produced by Hixon Parish Council for walks in Hixon parish.


Distance: 4 miles


Time: 2 hours.


Start: Hixon Millennium Green.


Terrain: This walk can be done entirely on hard surfaces although this will add half a mile to the length of the walk. Some moderately steep gradients.


Refreshments: Bank House Inn opposite Millennium Green 01889 271091. 


		Green Man 01889 270931. 
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