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The Salute Stroll

This walk combines elements of both natural wildlife and remains of the R.A.F wartime presence in Hixon. 

Notice the refurbished Hangar 5 on your right as you approach the airfield entrance. The airfield was the home of an R.A.F. Operations Training Unit. Clearly visible is runway No. 1. This is the first runway that you meet. Traversing a North East - South West line, this runway is 46m wide and 1450m long and is the longest of the three runways on the site. 

The station became operational in May 1942 with the arrival of two Wellington bombers on runway No.2. This runs East to West and is 1280m long.

Originally intended to be a night-bomber training unit, 30 OTU quickly found itself sending Wellington bombers on night raids over enemy territory. The first operation was in September 1942 to Essen in Germany. After the war the airfield continued to be a sub site to R.A.F. Stafford until 1957. The Stafford to Uttoxeter railway line last carried human passengers in the mid-thirties but continued transporting cattle until 1939.

· From the car park by the Millennium Green turn right into High Street, past the village hall, then turn right into Walnut Crest. 

· At the bottom follow a path left between the bungalows and through a short alleyway in the corner. Walk down the steps into Featherbed Lane. 

· Continue down and cross over into New Road.

· Walk past the first entrance to Hixon Airfield Estate on the right and continue past the houses, to the second entrance to Hixon Airfield Estate and turn right into it. Use the pedestrian gates if the main gate is closed.

· Follow the public footpath up the road until you reach a metal barrier gate on your left. If the barrier is closed use the stile and follow the road forward.

· Note the wide views across the Trent valley.


-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
· At the runway turn left towards a small hangar. Immediately behind the hangar turn right. Continue down this track to a fingerpost at the end.

· Look out for lapwings and skylarks.

· After the fingerpost climb the steps up onto the disused railway embankment and turn right.

· Continue along the railway embankment until you reach the 2nd gate on the right and turn back onto the airfield.

· Follow the track a few yards to the service road and turn left. Follow the service road around the airfield and back towards the industrial estate.

· Approaching the estate continue straight on leaving the barrier gate on your right. Follow the earth bund to the next fingerpost, then in the indicated direction to the cottage across the field.

· Take care as you climb over the stile into Stowe Lane. Turn right towards Hixon, then left up Back Lane and up the step/ramp to the Millennium Green.
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The old railway line.




The fourth in a series of walk leaflets produced by Hixon Parish Council for walks in Hixon parish.


Distance: 3.75 miles


Time: 2 hours.


Start: Hixon Millennium Green.


Terrain: Mostly flat. The railway embankment can be muddy.


Refreshments: Bank House Inn opposite Millennium Green 01889 271091. 


		Green Man 01889 270931. 
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